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THE BATTLE OF THE ATBARA.

The Times of Wednesday last states in its usually well-
informed "Political Notes" that "it is alleged that the
medical department attached to the British brigade at the
battle of the Atbara were entirely unprovided with chloro-
form or an&aelig;thetics for the performance of operations on the
battlefield, and, further, that owing to the lack of light
ambulances the only way of carrying the wounded after the
cavalry reconnaissance before the battle of the Atbara was
by tying them on to gun-limbers. Amongst military members
of the House of Commons the view prevails that the matter
is of sufficient importance to warrant the appointment of a
special court of inquiry."
THE TRANSPORT OF SICK AND WOUNDED TROOPS BY RAIL.
Our military readers may be glad to have their attention

directed to an elaborate and interesting paper by Surgeon-
Captain Melville, A M.S., published in the May number of
the Journal of the Royal United Service Institution, descrip-
tive of the continental regulations for the transport of sick
and wounded by rail.

Correspondence.

HOSPITAL SUNDAY.

" Audi alteram partem."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Though I have had occasion to make various
demands upon your courtesy in the cause of charity during
the last few weeks I again solicit your assistance to allow
me to draw public attention to the fact that Sunday next is
"Hospital Sunday," when, for the twenty-sixth year in
succession, collections will be made in all the churches and
chapels of the metropolis in behalf of the hospitals and dis-
pensaries of this great city.
At this period of the history of the Hospital Sunday Fund

it is fortunately unnecessary to refer in any detail to its aims
and objects. These are now so well understood and so widely
appreciated that it seems only requisite to mention that there
are nearly 200 hospitals, convalescent homes, and dis-
pensaries seeking to participate in this year’s collections.
It is estimated that quite &pound;100,000 will be required to make
up the difference between the receipts and expenditure of
these most valuable institutions and to provide for that

smaller but equally useful work-which the council them-
selves undertake-of issuing surgical appliances to the
crippled and afflicted poor.
Many appeals have recently been made for the larger

hospitals, and these, I rejoice to say, have been liberally
responded to, but one merit of the distribution of the
Hospital Sunday collection-which it shares with the Prince
of Wales’s Hospital Fund-is that it enables the public to
contiibute to those smaller and more modest institutions
which are doing excellent and meritorious work in their

respective localities. All the hospitals participate, according
to their needs and difficulties, in the Hospital Sunday Fund,
and many of the minor charities look to this annual help to
compensate them for the reduction of income and legacies
from which they suffer through the pressure of more urgent
claims.
. Of course, the great bulk of the money raised for the fund
is, as it ought to be, collected at places of worship on
" Hospital Sunday," but there are many contributors who,
whether from absence from town on the Sunday or some
other reason, always prefer to send their personal donations
direct to the Mansion House. These contributions
materially help to swell the fund, and are for that reason
very acceptable. I shall cordially welcome any such
donations.

I desire to thank in advance those who will preach for the
fund on dunday and those who respond to their appeal, and I
sincerely trust that this year’s collection may equal, if not
exceed, the splendid results which have been recorded
throughout the history of the fund, but especially in recent
times. I am, Sirs. your obedient servant.

H. D. DAVIES, Lord Mayor.
Mansion House, London, June 9th, 1898.

"A MEDICAL GRADUATES’ COLLEGE AND
HOSPITAL."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The prototype of the person who would find the
money to establish a new general hospital in central London
for post-graduate purposes is not, I think, the wise "Johns’
Hopkins," but rather someone whose guileless trust would
only be equalled by his ignorance both of what is good for
patients and what is needed by post-graduates. Why should
such a hospital be central at all ? If it is complete its
students will not want to run away from it to all the other
London hospitals, nor will they want to lodge at Claridge’s
or the Albemarle. As for evening amusements there already
exist within twenty-five minutes’ cab drive of the theatres
general hospitals without undergraduates but as richly sup-
plied with clinical material and as ably officered as any post-
graduate hospitals in either Europe or America. It is to
them, if to any, that a Johns Hopkins willing to build a
post-graduate college could wisely turn his attention. Tho
idea of a central post-graduate school is greatly based on
the delusion that the most famous men in the profession
would teach in it. Such men do not give post-graduate
courses anywhere. The Jenners and Pagets of the day have
rarely had time to continue their systematic lectures. Post-

graduate courses of many demonstrations crowded into a few
weeks can only be given by men with sufficient time to spare.
Odd lectures are but little wanted.
As for the composite scheme of eight united hospitals

with schools it is necessarily doomed to failure by the fact
that qualified medical men are too polite to push before
students and not tall enough to stand behind them; besides,
they do not want elementary instruction. And it would be
unfair to the patients to have them doubly exhausted by the
examinations of the qualified men in the morning and those
of the younger students in the afternoon.
Why should the schools wish to compete in post-graduate

teaching with the institutions which are free to fulfil such a
duty properly 2 The united hospitals scheme is scarcely
more likely to have a long and useful life than a many-
bodied human fcetus. Perhaps any independent London post-
graduate school and hospital is expected to "peep about
under its" eight "legs to find itself a dishonourable grave,’’’.
Hospitals like the West London and the Great Northern, for
example, must be used for study in some way or other. Do
the present London schools for undergraduates consider
their number, twelve, is not sufficient ? If they think, as
they must do, that it is more than enough, let them unite
among themselves not to interfere with post-graduate tuition,
but to do their undergraduate teaching a little better.

I am. Sirs. vours faithfullv.
June 7th, 1898. C. B. KEETLEY.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Your leading article on a proposed post-graduate
hospital and college in the last issue of THE LANCET is one
of great interest, since the need of some post-graduate school
in London is apparent. As you state post-graduate teaching
is practically impossible at the large London schools, since
not only is a different class of teaching required from that
useful to students, but practitioners do not like to receive
instruction at the same clinic with students for many
reasons. The difficulties in the way of the proposed scheme
for a post-graduate college connected with a hospital whose
only object is clinical instruction and not treatment must be
almost insuperable. Under these circumstances, might 
suggest that the development of an existing institution would
supply the need 2 For some years past the nucleus of a
post-graduate college has existed at the West London
Hospital, Hammersmith-road, W. Courses of lectures have
been given and a considerable number of post-graduates from
all parts of the world have attended the hospital practice.
The practice of this hospital is well adapted to the needs of
post-graduates, since it is reserved for them and senior
students, and the staff have now had considerable experience
in the class of teaching which these gentlemen require. At
the same time, as the number of occupied beds in the hospital
is being increased to 150, better accommodation for post-
graduate students is being arranged. There will be a large
class-room, a library, and a writing-room ; a pathological
and bacteriological laboratory in which the post-graduates
may work has also been established. We therefore venture
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to hope that these arrangements will meet the needs of b

post-graduates in London. o I am. Sirs. yours faithfully. u

L. A. BIDWELL, Dean.
West London Hospital, W., June 6th, 1898.

"TWICKENHAM AS A HEALTH RESORT."
To the Editors of THE LANCET. ;

SIRS,-The attention of the council has been drawn to the ]
article which appeared in THE LANCET of May 21st under 4

the above heading, and in justice to a district which has for 
so long a time maintained its good reputation as regards its 
sanitary condition and which is verified by an extremely 
low zymotic death-rate and also a very low general death-
rate (average of 13 per 1000 for the past ten years) we
desire on behalf of the council to say that the complaint of 
your correspondent was to a small extent justifiable, but the
hole in which the house refuse was thrown was at least
12 ft. deep, and the refuse has been gradually covered with
good earth to a depth of several feet. No houses could have
been built over this site, it being at the bottom of the
garden. The council firmly believe that no possible nuisance
can arise in the future from the deposit of the refuse referred
to. The statement that houses have already been built upon
sites upon which house refuse has been deposited is

absolutely untrue.
We can assure you and the public at large that the council

are quite as anxious for the continued good health of the
district as your correspondent.

We are, Sirs, your obedient servants,
MARTINDALE C. WARD, M.D., J.P., Chairman.
W. MARSTON CLARK, D.P.H., Medical Officer of Health.
H. JASON SAUNDERS, Clerk.

Twickenham Urban District Council, June lst, 1898.

** We are satisfied as to the substantial accuracy of the
statement upon which our annotation was founded, and think
that the Twickenham Urban District Council will do well to
ensure their dust contractor’s obedience to the orders of
their medical officer. Otherwise, however anxious they may
be for " the continued good health of the district" " they will
find Twickenham involved in serious sanitary troubles.-
ED. L. 

____________

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE EMPLOY-
MENT OF EPILEPTICS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The rapid development of the colony established
by the National Society for the Employment of Epileptics at
Chalfont St. Peters has led to the existence of a widespread
impression that the society is in a state of extreme

prosperity, and this impression, though unfortunately
erroneous, has been found most prejudicial to the move-
ment. I am therefore desired by H.R.H. the Duke of York,
the President of the society, to make known its claims to
sympathy and support, its present position, and its
immediate needs, which are very pressing and urgent.

Epileptics, though capable of work, are prevented by the
nature of their disease from retaining employment under
ordinary conditions. The object of the colony is to provide
them with a home amidst healthy surroundings with suitable
medical treatment, and above all with opportunities for the
- exercise of their industry. In a Report on the Care of
Epileptics published by the Charity Organisation Society, in
which the establishment of epileptic colonies is warmly
advocated, it is estimated that there are in this country
about 5000 persons in urgent need of such provisions
as the Chalfont colony affords. But even when the
additional homes now being built there are completed
and opened the number of "colonists" actually pro-
vided for will be somewhat less than 200. It is evident,
therefore, that the colony is, comparatively speaking,
still in its infancy and that much help and effort will
be needed before its ultimate growth will be attained. In
the meantime, however, the necessity for increasing the
accommodation has so weighed upon the minds of our

principal supporters that they have from the first given their
contributions specifically and inexorably for the building of
new homes, every one of which has, however, necessarily
involved considerable outlay over and above the cost of

building. The result is that the furnishing of homes and
other capital expenditure have thrown so severe a strain

upon the general funds of the society that these are now
quite exhausted, and works essential to the safety of the
colony cannot be carried out. One home recently com-
pleted is standing empty for lack of furniture ; other homes
now being built will shortly be in the same position. Water
is still being procured and the sewage of the colony disposed
of by primitive methods quite unsuited to the increasing
population. A water and a sewage scheme have been

prepared and will be executed as soon as funds are forth-
coming. Another urgent requirement, in order to ensure
economy of management, is an administrative building with
central kitchens and other offices for the whole of the
colony. For these purposes about &pound;7000 are required. This
sum represents an immediate need, the importance of which
is great in proportion to the amount, for it is a necessary
complement to the very noble work already accomplished.
Of all the more serious forms of natural aflliction epilepsy

is probably the most prevalent ; in the country and in the
towns it is equally rife, and it spares no class of the com-
munity. It would seem therefore that it should appeal to
almost universal sympathy; yet hitherto the supporters of the
National Society have been distinguished rather by their
individual generosity than by their numerical importance.
For its permanent stability it is much to be desired that the
society should stand as it were upon a broader basis, and
members of all classes are therefore, according to their
respective means and opportunities, cordially invited to par-
ticipate in and support this very humane and necessary
work.
Contributions will be most gratefully received and acknow-

ledged by the Secretary, Mr. G. Penn Gaskell, at the
society’s offices, 12, Baekingham-streot, Strand, W.C., or by
the bankers, Messrs. Hoare & Co., 37, Fleet-street, E.C.
Cheques and P.0 0. should be made payable to the hon.
treasurer, Mr. H. N. Hamilton Hoare.

T am Ktvs yours faithfully

June 3rd, 1898.
E. MONTEFIORE MICHOLLS,

Chairman of the Executive Committee.

INTRATRACHEAL INJECTIONS IN
PHTHISIS,

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SlRS,- With reference to the misgivings expressed incident-
ally on p. 84 of my article on "Bronchiectasis" " in Clifford
Allbutt’s "System of Medicine," vol. v., as to the value of
this form of treatment in phthisis, Mr. Colin Campbell
writes to remind me that in his paper in vol. lxxviii. of
the Transactions of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Society on the Treatment of Respiratory Affections by means
of Large Medicinal Injections through the Larynx he sets
forth the advantages of distilled glycerine instead of oil as
a vehicle and relates a series of uniformly favourable cases.
Inasmuch as a wider knowledge of his improvement in the
method would modify any adverse impression which might
be conveyed by my article I venture to beg your kind inser-
tion of this letter.

I am. Sirs. vours faithfullv.
Curzon-street, W., June 3rd, 1898. WM. EWART.

A CORRECTION.
To the "-Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Through my inadvertence the words 10 per cent."appear on page 1536 of THE LANCET, June 4th, 1898,-lines
7 and 40. In each case the words should be 1 per cent.

I am. Sirs. vours faithfullv.
Wimpole-street, W., June 7th, 1898. WILLIAM E. BURTON.

THE ALLEGED DEARTH OF QUALIFIED
ASSISTANTS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-It has been stated that any principal in a pro-
vincial town except Leeds can receive thirty or forty replies
to advertisement from all sorts and conditions of men. Let
me inform you that such is not the case in the Midlanda.
I have advertised for the last eight months and placed n y


